Policy Brief: From Safety Nets to Asset Foundations
Chapter 7: Beyond the Racial Wealth Gap: Structural Class Exclusion and the Case for a Social Mobility Revolution in America
Executive Summary: The Architecture of Occupy 2.0
Chapter 7 moves from autopsy to architecture, presenting the structural blueprint for Occupy 2.0. It argues that the American government has failed to deliver the conditions necessary for a functional meritocracy because it focuses on static Safety Nets designed for survival rather than dynamic Launch Pads designed for wealth accumulation.
To restore the American Dream, the book proposes an Integrated Capability System that democratizes ownership of the capital economy. By aligning specific policy tools with the critical developmental phases of the citizen lifecycle, the state can rebuild the broken rungs of the economic ladder and grant the bottom 80% access to the same mechanics of compound growth (r > g) currently monopolized by the elite.
I. Key Definitions: Engineering Prosperity
To transition from a Consumption State to a Capability State, the chapter defines the necessary infrastructure:
· Integrated Capability System: A synchronized, life-cycle approach combining CDAs, Free College, Baby Bonds, and Guaranteed Income to restore meritocracy.
· Customized Universalism: A policy model where the mechanism (the Launch Pad) is a universal right to build broad political coalitions, but the investment fuel load is customized based on structural depths to neutralize the Race Tax.
· The Capital Stack: The strategy of maximizing wealth-building by allowing assets to stack within a single account over time to generate cumulative investment returns.
· The Great Repurposing: The strategy of redirecting existing upside-down subsidies (like the Mortgage Interest Deduction) to fund Governmental Capability for those grounded by history.
· Net-Growth Mobility: The structural outcome achieved when policy is sequential—removing debt anchors at age 18 allows capital injections at age 25 to compound immediately.
II. The Four-Rung Ladder of Governmental Capability
The current system fails because it targets Security (Rung 2) as the endpoint, which the data shows is a Velocity Trap. To achieve equity, the new social contract must explicitly target Rung 3: The Growth Standard.
Table 1: The Integrated Capability System Architecture
	Policy Component
	Timing (Life Phase)
	Mechanical Function
	Structural Problem Solved

	Universal CDAs
	Foundation (Age 0)
	The Plumbing: Automatic inclusion.

	Solves initial exclusion and instills Capitalist Identity.


	Free College
	Launch (Age 18)
	The Shield: Debt prevention.

	Eliminates the Student Debt Anchor.


	Baby Bonds
	Acceleration (Age 25–30)
	The Fuel: Capital propulsion.

	Provides the capital seed required for r > g.


	Guaranteed Income
	Floor (Age 18+)
	Stability: Income-generating.

	Shields the capital base from being consumed by emergencies.




III. Proof of Concept: The Wind Tunnels
These solutions are currently being tested in rigorous randomized controlled trials (RCTs) that function as wind tunnels for the Integrated Capability System:
· CollegeBound Boost (Saint Paul, MN): Tests whether Guaranteed Income can shield household balance sheets, allowing early-life assets (CDAs) to compound rather than be consumed by survival.
· Freedom Futures (Atlanta, GA): Tests the Break Point Hypothesis—whether a $40,000 capital endowment can mechanically override the Debt Anchor and shift behavior toward Growth Assets.
IV. Funding: The Great Repurposing
Critics often claim the U.S. lacks the resources for these Launch Pads, but the book argues this is a mirage. The government already spends hundreds of billions annually on wealth-building subsidies—such as the Mortgage Interest Deduction and retirement tax preferences—but these are currently reserved for the top 20% who are already in orbit.
Funding this revolution requires repurposing these upside-down expenditures and implementing structural tax reforms like the Billionaires Income Tax (BIT) Act to capture unrealized capital gains.
Conclusion: The Final Charge
Chapter 7 concludes that the choice facing America is no longer between unfettered markets and poverty management. If we fail to act, the Strategic Wedge of race will continue to distract from the Class Chasm, and the economy will calcify into a permanent caste system.
However, by rebuilding the engine to ensure every child is born with the Inclusion, Income, and Wealth necessary to defy gravity, we can restore the only metric that truly matters: the freedom to pursue happiness. A functional launch system offers more than just equitable escape velocities; it offers a collective arrival, where we gain the shared pride and knowledge that comes from landing on the moon as a society. It is time to stop waiting for the ladder and start building the rocket.

