OCCUPY 2.0: OFFICIAL MEDIA PRESS KIT
I. Press Release for General Media
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: JANUARY 15, 2026
HEADLINE: LEADING UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SCHOLAR LAUNCHES OCCUPY 2.0: A SCIENTIFIC BLUEPRINT TO DISMANTLE THE CLASS CHASM
DATELINE: ANN ARBOR, MI — Dr. William Elliott III, a leading scholar in social mobility and founding director of the Center on Assets, Education, and Inclusion (AEDI), today announced the launch of Occupy 2.0. This movement marks a transition from managing poverty through Safety Nets to building a Capability State through an Integrated Capability System.
Based on longitudinal data, the movement reveals a mechanical failure in the American economy: a Gravity Trap (D_s > W_f) that prevents 80% of Americans from breaking the gravitational pull of debt and stagnant wages.
“We are no longer asking for a net to catch us when we fall; we are demanding the architecture to help us fly,” says Dr. Elliott. “Our research shows that for the bottom 20% of Americans—regardless of race—the engine of accumulation is functionally broken.”
II. Biographical Summary: The Movement Architect
William Elliott III, PhD, MSW
· Current Role: Professor at the University of Michigan’s School of Social Work and Director of the Joint PhD Program in Social Work and Social Science.
· Expertise: A leading global authority on Children’s Savings Accounts (CSAs), poverty, and social mobility.
· Policy Impact: Has testified as an expert witness before the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance regarding tax-advantaged accounts for American children.
· Research Leadership: Founding Director of the Center on Assets, Education, and Inclusion (AEDI).
· Recent Work: Lead editor and author of the 2025 Sociology Mind special issue, Wealth, Opportunity, and the New Social Contract.
III. The Data: The Physics of Wealth Brief
Media outlets are encouraged to utilize the following verified data points in their reporting:
	Concept
	The Data Fact
	Research Source

	The Red Line
	$364,500 is the Structural Breakpoint required for wealth to compound automatically.
	Elliott et al. (2025) 


	Shared Exclusion
	97.8% of low-wealth White families and 100% of Black families are excluded from the growth standard.
	Elliott et al. (2025) 


	The Race Tax
	Black Xennials face a 55% mobility penalty compared to their White peers.
	Elliott et al. (2025) 


	The Debt Anchor
	48% of Black graduates owe more 4 years after college than when they started.
	Elliott et al. (2025) 




IV. The Solution: The Integrated Capability System
Occupy 2.0 demands the synchronization of four key Launch Pad components to ensure Net-Growth mobility:
1. Universal CDAs (Birth): Institutional plumbing for a Capitalist Identity.
2. Free College (Age 18): A Debt Shield to remove the student debt anchor.
3. Baby Bonds (Age 25): High-octane capital injection at the optimal window.
4. Guaranteed Income (Adult): Structural Fuel to protect families from volatility.
V. Digital Assets for Press Use
· Visual Assets: Detailed infographics showing the Strategic Wedge vs. the Class Chasm.
· Policy Papers: Access to the full Sociology Mind 2025 special issue.
· The MOU: The governing document for the Customized Universalism coalition.


AI Disclosure Statement
This press kit and the supporting narrative frameworks were co-developed using Google Gemini (February 2025 version). All primary data regarding the Structural Breakpoint, Gravity Trap, and Shared Structural Exclusion are original research by Dr. William Elliott III and his colleagues.

