The Social Mobility Revolution: Evidence Fact Sheet

The Problem: The Class Chasm

· A "Protective Prison": For 40 years, social welfare has been stuck in "Normal Science," providing only incremental tweaks that manage poverty rather than ending it.
· The Gravity Trap: The bottom 80% are trapped by debt and assets that lose value, while elite tax subsidies act as "rockets for the rich".
· Degree Deception: A college degree is no longer the "Great Equalizer"—63% of Black graduates are trapped on the Survival Rung, possessing markedly less wealth than their White counterparts due to structural exclusion.

The Reality: The Economic Ladder

Current policy only funds "Survival." We demand a springboard to "Growth".
	Rung
	Reality
	The Evidence

	Growth
	Freedom
	Only 25% of White and 11% of Black graduates reach this.

	Security
	Cushion
	75% of White graduates are stuck on a "Security Plateau," one crisis away from ruin.

	Survival
	Struggle
	63% of Black graduates are forced into day-to-day financial survival.



The Solution: Integrated Financial Capability

We demand five interlinked tools to produce "fishers" (capable citizens) rather than just providing "fish" (relief):

1. CDAs at Birth: Lifelong accounts to ensure immediate Financial Inclusion.
2. Guaranteed Income: Transfers that spark wealth building, not just survival consumption.
3. Free College: A wealth transfer at age 18 to remove the Student Debt Anchor.
4. Baby Bonds: A targeted transfer at age 25 to bridge the gap at its smallest point ($15,788).
5. K-12 Literacy: Mandatory training to develop the Personal Capability to manage growth.

The Math of Revolution

· Optimal Timing: Investing just $500–$1,000 at age 18 or 25 increases wealth odds by over 50%.
· The Debt Penalty: Just $10,000 in student loans decreases the rate of achieving median net worth by 18%.

Agenda: Watch Party Discussion Points
1. Identify the Rung: Which rung of the ladder are you currently sitting on?
2. Identify the Anchor: What "Structural Exclusion" is keeping you from the Growth Rung (e.g., student debt, lack of inclusion)?
3. Synchronize Demands: Use the Digital Lobbying Toolkit to tag representatives and ask: "Why are we only funding survival when the American promise is growth?".

